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	Dates to Remember
· Reading Period: November 1, 2009-January 4, 2010
· All contest entries must be submitted before January 22, 2010

	Make Braille a Priority
In his article “Learning Braille as an Adult: Read Until You Bleed” (April 2002 Braille Monitor) Jerry Whittle urges us to make Braille a priority in our busy adult lives. He emphasizes the importance of dedicating hours each day to reading Braille but concedes that it is difficult even for a dedicated reader to find the time. Mr. Whittle suggests that readers who wish to improve their speed consider returning to the training center for three to six months of intense reading. At a training center one has time to dedicate to reading and a plethora of Braille books to choose from.
Help Needed

In commemoration of the two hundredth anniversary of Louis Braille’s birth, the National Federation of the Blind has started a Braille Readers are Leaders Campaign to address the Braille literacy crisis. To help us address this crisis we need information from adult Braille readers.  You can help us by filling out a very short, seventeen-question, survey online. This survey is completely confidential and will not affect your participation in the Braille Readers Are Leaders contest. Donate five minutes of your time to help change the state of Braille literacy in this country. Note: this survey is designed for blind Braille readers; thus the sighted teachers and parents competing in the contest do not need to fill it out.

Survey Your Success
The Braille Readers Are Leaders Contest is over 60 percent complete. Have you looked at your page goal lately? Are you over 60 percent of the way to meeting your goal? If not, how far have you come? If you are not on target to meet your goal, it is not too late! Determine how many pages you still need to read to meet your goal, divide by twenty-four, and you will know how many pages you need to read each day for the rest of the contest! Compare this to the average number of pages you have read each day so far. This will show you how much more effort is required.
On the other hand, if you are exceeding your goal, you should consider setting a new goal. Push yourself to read even more each day—Read until you bleed!

Imagineering Our Future

The NFB Jernigan Institute distributes a newsletter entitled Imagineering Our Future. The newsletter features sections including: a message from the Executive Director, what’s new, education, NFB calendar, and much more. Read the latest issue of Imagineering Our Future.  If you would like to receive this newsletter via e-mail, send a message to jerniganinstitute@nfb.org and request to be added to the distribution list.
“The Braille Song”
“The Braille Song” was first performed by Dr. Sheri Wells-Jensen—a federationist from Ohio—for students in the NFB BELL program in Maryland during a rousing game of Braille Musical Chairs. The NFB BELL program is an intense two-week summer program designed to provide Braille instruction to low vision children, who do not generally receive instruction in Braille due to their residual vision. Dr. Wells-Jensen offers an MP3 of her band—Innocuous Mustard—performing the song for your listening pleasure on her Web site www.fridaynightlinguistics.org. 
Frequently Asked Questions

When is the contest over?  The contest ends on January 4, 2010, Louis Braille’s birthday.
When do I submit my cumulative reading log?  All contest entry documentation, including your cumulative reading log and any special award nomination letters, must be submitted between January 4, 2010, and January 22, 2010.


	Do you have questions?  Contact Natalie Shaheen:

410.659.9314 x2293

Nshaheen@nfb.org

or visit our Web site

www.nfb.org/bral
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